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He hoped that their Lordships would not play their
enemies' game on this occasion, and concluded with
the belief that the Peers could best guard the honour
of generations, both living and dead, and yet unborn,
by embracing vigilantly every opportunity of testing
the soundness of the structure of the House by examin-
ing its foundations. The motion was shortly seconded
by Lord Onslow, a few years younger than Rosebery,
and just becoming prominent as an active Conserva-
tive of the forward school.1

Lord Granville spoke of the mover's " incisiveness
and sympathy and more than usual ability," but
politely sprinkled cold water on the plan of a select
committee with a wide reference. At the same time
he indicated his liking for Life Peerages. Lord
Salisbury was not less complimentary to the great
eloquence and ability of Rosebery's speech. He also
favoured Life Peerages in principle, but, while willing
to consider any special proposals, did not think that
" a mere fishing committee " would be an advantage.
It was a time of rapid transition, and therefore not one
for gratuitous changes. Lord Kimberley thought the
select committee an indignified and vague conclusion
for the House to adopt, and begged Rosebery not to
force them to vote against his proposal. In the event
a division was first taken on the suggestion that Life
Peerages should be specially named as a subject for
the committee's consideration. This was defeated,
the Government voting with Rosebery but the Con-
servative phalanx opposing. When the original
motion was put, Lord Granville and his colleagues
walked out ; but Rosebery was joined by some inde-
pendent Conservative Peers, so that his defeat was a
shade less severe than on the first division. He was
genuinely annoyed by the half-heartedness of his
former colleagues, noting in his journal that " our
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